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TALK THE TALK

JANUARY
ENGLAND CRICKETTOUR

The Asheswinnerswill
play two Twenty20
internationals, five

one-dayinternationals

and four Test matches
againstSouth Africa,
startingin November.
Catchthe culminationof
theactioninCape Town's
SaharaParkinthe
shadow of Table
Mountain. ecb.co.uk

Accommodation: Located

ontheslopesof Table
Mountain, astone’s throw

fromthecity centre,__ .

KensingtonPlace hasbeen
numberedasone of the
coolesthotelsinthe world.
kensingtonplace.co.za

Dining: Salt'slocation
overlooking the Atlanticat
BantryBayisunbeatable.
newmarkhotels.com/_ee/
newmark/salt/

Drinking:RhodesHouseis
oneof thebesthang-outs
inCape Town.
rhodeshouse.com
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FEBRUARY

Canadaplayshosttothe
Winter Olympics and you
cancatchallthebest
actioninFebruary. From
the men'sdownhill to the
four-manbobsleigh, if
it'sspeed, excitement
anddramayouare
looking for, youwon'tbe
disappointed. Orif you
haveaheartcondition,
there'salwayscurling.
vancouver2010.com

Aftertheslopes, head for
Yaletown, Vancouver's
hippestguarter. The
Opushas quickaccess to
the Olympic Village.
opushotel.com
Themperial
Chinese Seafood
Restaurantservesthe
mostauthentic Chinese
foodinacitythatcanfeel
likeanoutpostof Hong
Kong.imperialrest.com

The Sanafir
brings the kasbah to
British Colombia. sanafir.ca

RTIES OF THE KIN

Watch the sporting world in motion
Whether you want to enlist with the Barmy Army, get

the

cau%lt up in Murray Mania, or simply scrum down with
ugby Sevens, there’s nothing to compare to the

celebration of a major sporting event. Here are 12 of the
world’s biggest and most eagerly anticipated in 2010...

MARCH
RUGBY SEVENS A
Sinceitslaunchin1976
(followingafew
pre-luncheondrinksin
the old Hong Kang Club),
RugbySevenshasgrown
inpopularity. Thesport
now boastsaWworld Cup
and from2016itwillbe
anOlympicsport, butthe
Hong Kong Sevens
remains the pinnacle of
thesport.Itisalso
considered one of the
bestparty weekendsin
the sporting calendar,
irbsevens.com

The Peninsulamay be the
grande dameof Asian
hotels, butfor more fun
checkintothe Wclosebyin
Kowloon, if only to enjoy
thecity's highest
swimming pool.
starwoodhotels.com

Eating
Scandinavianin Chinamay
soundstrange but FINDS
(Finland, Iceland, Norway,
Denmark and Sweden)in
Centralisone ofthe most
stylishrestaurantsin
HongKong. Need we say
vodkais thedrink of
choice? Try the Edvard
Munchcocktail.
finds.com.hk

Jrinking: It may bein
ashoppingmallbutRed's
rooftopsettingmore than

makesupforitwiththe
views of the harbour.
pure-red.com
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APRIL

MOTOGP,

Thefirstraceof the
seasonatthe
spectacularLosail
International Circuitin
Qataristheonlynight
raceonthe MotoGP
circuit. Locatedinthe
desertonlyafewmiles
fromDoha, the trackis
perfectly placed for
visitorsandlooks
spectacularwhen
illuminated withits
3,600lightfixtures.
motogp.com

Accommodation
The FourSeasonsisoneof
the mostdependable hotel
chainsanditsDoha
propertyisnoexception
Cool off from the heat
of theraceonits
private beach.
fourseasons.com/doha

Dining:Ifyoufancyabeer
withacurry, try Chingariin
the Ramada Plazahotel.
ramadaplozadoha.com

Drinking: Alcoholcanonly
bepurchasedinthe
international hotel chains,
sopubcrawlsareout

®
%,

) <°
Suite, Four 5&°

A SO ok
aco Graﬂd?

MAY

MONACO GRAND PRIX,

Simply the most
glamorousandstunning
motorraceintheworld,

the Grand Prixaround
thestreetsof Monte
Carlohasbeen the
fixtureonthe Flcalendar
sinceitwasfirstrunin
1929.Intruth,therace
itselfiswonandloston
thefirstcorner, but that
shouldn'tspoil your fun.
acm.mc

Accommodation:
Amakeover by Jacques
Garcia(of Hotel Costes

fame) plus super-chef Joél
Robuchonhasmade
Metropoleafabulous
destination, Andbeing
aminuteaway fromthe
casinodoesn'thurt
metropole.com

Dining: Monacois hardly
lightonthe wallet, soif
you'refeelingthepinchtry
ARoca. Thefried,
ravioli-like barbagiuans at
thistakeawayaredelicious
andabargain. aroca.mc
Drinking: Jimmy‘z
practicallyinvented the
conceptofEurotrash, soif
Itgirlsand minorroyalsare
your thing, hang outhere
-andhangtheexpense
003779806 7068

JUNE

Forty-fouryearsofhurt
and counting; could this
year'sWorld Cupbeany
different for England?
Probably not, butatleast
they've qualified and, for
Englandfans, hope
alwaysspringseternal...
unlesstheteamhasto
takepartinapenalty
shoot-out, of course.
fifa.com

Whilein

Jo'burg, stayinthe Peech,
acalmoasisof civilisation
inMelrose, tenminutes
away from the bustle of

thecitycentrebycar

Allow around 45 minutes
toreachthe Soccer City
stadium. thepeech.co.za

Forareal (and
wemeanreal)African
dining experience, try

Gramadoelasandits
famousblack tripe and
wild African spinach stew.
Themore timid canstickto
ostrich. gramadoelas.co.za

The
industrial-styleBuzz9in
hipMelville serves some of
the bestdrinksinthecity
and you cansitoutside to
watchtheworldgoby.
0027117262019,
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TOUR DE FRANCE

The Tourin 2009 wasone
of the mostexciting for
years.Lance Armstrong

made acomeback,
AlbertoContadorwas
unstoppable, and

Bradley Wiggins equalled

thebestfinishbyan

Englishman. Those three

Sl o
@nc'q Ch am"‘a‘\‘,

AUGUST

PGA GOLF CHAMPIONSHIP,

The final Majorofthe
yearisalwaysone of
golf'sgreatsporting
occasions. Thisyear,

the PGAtakesplaceat
thehighlyregarded
Whistling Straits Country
ClubinKohler, Wisconsin,
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SEPTEMBER

US DPEN TENNIS,

The final Grand Slam of
theseasonremainsone
of the highlights of the
sporting calendar. New
Yorkinearly September
canbehotandhumid, but
thetemperature oncourt
isalwaysredhot...
especiallyifyouare

Al LT

OCTOBER

Thelargestmulti-sport
eventeverto

be heldinindia, the
Commonwealth Gamesin
New Delhipromisestobe
astunningspectacle.
Theothergreatthing
aboutthe gamesisthat

G (S
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NOVEMBER
WORLD ROWING
CHAMPIONSHIPS,

It'sbeenafewyears
sincethe golden eraof
SirSteve Redgrave and
Matthew Pinsentetal,
butBritain'sinterestin
rowingcontinues. Throw
inthefactthatthe
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The psnhes

DEGEMBER
ASHES DOWN UNDER,

Andifyouarestillinthe
southernhemisphere,
definitely join the Barmy
Armyinsupporting
England’'sdefence of the
Ashes. Thelasttime
Englandtravelled down
underafterwinning the

willbe battlingitout ontheshoresofLake rooting for Andy Murray. although 72 nationsare Championshipsare littleurn, they lostthe
againin2010andas Michigan (alsothe ThebrilliantBriton has takingpart, GreatBritain takingplaceinthe series5-0,sotheyreally
aspectacle there are few proposed venue for the already made one finalat iscertaintobeoneof the amazingsetting of Lake willneed plenty of
sportingeventsto 2020Ryder Cup). We Flushing Meadowin mostsuccessful. How Karapiroin New Zealand encouragement,
competewiththis recommend youcheck 2008, andhehasevery oftendoyougettosay anditmightjustbeworth especially as Freddie
monumental 2,000-mile outthespectacular chanceofgoingone that? cwgdelhi2010.0rg travelling12,000 miles Flintoff won'tbe playing.

race. letour.com

Accommodation: Tobein
attheendonthe Champs
d'Elysées, thereisonly one
placetostay, and that's
HoteldeCrillononthe
placedelaConcorde. More
giltthanyoucan shake
astickat,andthe best
bedroomsin town.
crillon.com

Dining: AlainDucasse's
bistroAuxLyonnaisinthe
secondofferssome of the

bestbourgeois cooking
youwillevertaste, Arare

par-three17thwhere the
tournamentcould be
wonor lost. pga.com

Accommodation:Itis 50
miles away, but stayin
nearby Milwaukee foralife
aftergolf. ThelronHorse
maybenamedafterthe
city'ssecondmostfamous
export-the Harley-
Davidson - but this
isheavenfor
asophisticated hog.
theironhorsehotel.com

Dining: Whatcouldbe
more American than

betterthisyear.
usopen.org

Accommodation: The
newlyopened Bowery
Hotelisatthe centre of the
rapidly changing Bowery
districtthatischanging
fromhobo toBohoat
arateofknots.
theboweryhotel.com

Dining: Booknow toget
atableatthehottestplace
intown - the Standard's
restaurantinthe
Meatpacking District.
standardhotels.com

Peacefulnessisarare
commodityinDelhibut
the Manorinthe Friends
Colonyisahavenof
serenity. Therestaurant
isgreattoo.
themanordeihi.com

Karim'sis hidden
downanalleywaybuthas
beenserving the best
Mughlai-style food for
almostacentury. Be brave
andtrythebrainscurry.
karimhoteldelhi.com

for. wrch2010.com
Accommodation: Stayin
nearbyHamilton. The
choiceislimited butthe
Novotel Tainuihasagreat

locationinthecentreof ~

town. novotel.com

Dining: Youcan'tbeatNew
Zealand forthebest fresh
produce and Palate shows
itoff toitsbestadvantage,
withaNZ winelisttowash

itdown. 0064 7834 2921

Drinking: Afterdinnerat
thePalate, trylguana

ecb.co.uk

Accommodation:In
Melbourne, bookinto the
Adelphi. The experience
of swimminginthe
glass-bottomed pool
cantilevered out high over
FlindersLaneishardto
beat. adelphi.com.au

Dining:Melbourneisone
of theworld'stopcitiesto
eatin. Trytheoffshootof
Sydney'sLongrainin
Chinatownforthe best
Asianfoodyou'llever
order. longrain.com.au

g Wha could afewdoorsdown for
treat. guxlyonnais.com aburg_er?_Argyab\ythe Drinking: For one of resistabarcalled Thugs? acasualdrink. Drinking: Der Raumin
Drinking: After the finish, besthiteinMilwaukee can New York's hiddengems, Located on thefirst floor iguana.co.nz Richmond has been

head tothe Bound Baron
avenue GeorgeV, forone
of the bestdrinksin town
buddha-bar.com

befoundatStacked. And
it'snotjustbeef-trythe
Don't Mess With Texas
bisonburger, orthere's
evenanacceptable
vegetarian option. Sides of
onionringsanddeep-fried
picklesarenottobe
missed. stackedbar.com

Drinking: Of course you
cangetabeeranywherein
Milwaukee, but forthe
perfectMartini, gotoHi
Hat. hihatgarage.com

headtoGrand Central
Terminaland Campbell
Apartment.Once the
owner’s pied-a-terre and
now aGatsby-esque
drinking hole.
hospitalityholdings.com

ofthe Hotel Broadway, itis
thankfully free of its
British-stylenamesakes.
hotelbroadwaydelhi.com
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described asthe elBulli
of the barworld, butwith
abetteratmosphere.
derraum.com.au
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